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NATIONAL CAVES ASSOCIATION

OCtober

Coordinator

Route 9, Box 106
McMinnville, TN 37110
(6IS)

668-3925

27, 1978

NCA CONVENTION

We will be meeting at Redding, California for our 14th Annual
NCA Convention and the 100th anniversary of the discovery of
LAKE SHASTA CAVERNS, our host.
If conflicting engagements
have prevented you from attending, you will certainly miss a
great convention - and we surely will miss YOUQ

DISCUSSION

We're enclosing the list of discussion topics suggestec .0' our
members - if you don't get to make your comments in person, maybe
you'll drop us a note so we can include them in the next NCA
CAVE TALK.

TOPICS

BACK ISSUES

We have had several requests for back issues of DOWN UNDER.
A
number of the early issues are now completely out of print, but
a list of those that are available is enclosed.

MAKING CHANGES???

If you are planning to change your hours or your admission next year,
please let us know so we can include your changes in the 1979 update
of the Admissions and Hours listing.

THANKS

Thank you for sending us your folders and brochures - we ~re happy
to be able to fill the steady flow of requests for information.

SPECIAL HONORS

Clara Heidemann,

NATURAL

BRIDGE

CAVERNS,

honors during the Texas State Conference

very spec tal
on Tourist Development.
received

SMITHSONIAN

MARK TWAIN CAVE was mentioned by William
issue of the Smithsonian Magazine.

Zinsser in the OCtober

1978

TRAVEL TRADE

LURAY CAVERNS is featured in a two page article, "Breaking New
Ground in Market Approach", in the August 28th issue of TRAVEL
TRADE.
Jerry Cavedo's approach to recruiting travel agents and
motorcoach tour brokers is outlined.

EXPANSION

CAVE OF THE MOUNDS has a restaurant building under construction they hope to have it completed and be in by April 1st: The Rooney's
daughter, Betsy, will be the manager.
Also, they have completely
relit half of the cave - CAVE CHRONICLE tells of the dramatic new
system.

NEW OWNERS

Doris and James Rubel purchased CRYSTAL LAKE CAVE, Rt. 3, Dubuque,
Iowa 52001, on September 1st, 1978. They are anxious to exchange
brochures with any of our members and I'm sure they'd welcome a
visit if you are in the area.

ACTION

Muriel Schmidt writes the Eureka Springs, MO, School Board has
taken action and their schools will not open until after Labor Day.

f

•
OHIO FASTPITCH

The word CAVEMEN is getting in the papers of eastern United
States. The Ohio Caverns Fastpitch Softball Team won the
Eastern Regional Tournament and went to the National Tourncrre~t
held in springfield, MO. It is the third team to get to the
National Tournament from the state of Ohio.

JUNE IMPACT

June had 18 members reporting increases averaging 22.32%. 15
reported decreases averaging 6.05%. Two reported breakevens and
one was closed. There were 3S replies, the largest number of
responses Tom has had.

JULY IMPACT

July chalked up increases for 15 members coming to an average of
18.0%. Eight reported decreases at a 9.14% average, 2 reported
breakevens, and one was still closed for construction.

AUGUST IMPACT

August had 14 increases averaging 4.68% and five decreases at
6.38%. Business was spotty - appeared to be stronger in dna
mid-west than in the east.

IMPACT CARDS

Please be sure to send Tom Gibson your economic impact cards
each month - we are building a useful file of imformation.

EXCELLENT ARTICLES

Amid the advertising, Association & Society Manager magazine
has some very worthwhile articles of general interest - you
might want to look through the next copy that comes across
your desk.

FILM FESTIVAL

The 11th Annual Travel Film Festival will be January 6 - 14 at
California's Anaheim Convention Center.

Wha;t'.; hapPe.rUng a..t yOWl p£a.ce?

We'd enjoy hea;Ung

6/tOm
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DATU,STICEC testimong blasts
contingencg gas rationing plan
The Department of Energy's gasoline contingency rationing plan poses
more questions than it answers. according to William D. Too!]ey, president of DATa. In testimony before the
department, Toohey said the administration, building on years of experience with conservation and rationing
plans, spent 18 months developing the
plan, yet it gave the travel industry a
month to prepare comments.
"Without adequate details of when,
why and how the plan will be imple-

timing and decision to implement the
other."
Pointing out that the travel industry
had been and remained unalterably
opposed to weekend gasoline retail
sales restrictions, he said such a plan
unreooonably discriminates against
the travel industry, "We oppose
weekend closings under any condi.
tions and do not believe rationing is
necessary except as a matter of last
resort."

mented and operated. serious ques.

Concern Expressed

tions exist regarding at what point the
plan would be triggered, why a disproportionate burden of the rationing
plan would be placed on the travel
industry and why the travel industry
is regarded as non-essential." Toohey
said.

visitors, recreational

vehicles.

taxi

cabs or rental cars-all important elements in the total tourism spectrum.

Called 'DiscriminatIon'

He noted that the rationing plan
now under consideration

had been

designed to operate in conj unction
with a mandatory weekend gasoline
sales restriction plan. "We believe we
have been put at some disadvantage
by the separation of the rationing and
weekend restriction plans, because
they may be used together and the
deployment of one would affect the
TRAVEL

Toohey also expressed concern that
the current plan did not include fuel
provisions for Mexican and Canadian

TRADE

He commented that fully analyzing
the DOE's draft economic and regulatory analysis was difficult because
"it is too general and does not adequately consider the impact of the
plan on the travel industry. The absence of adequate economic data calls
into question the rationale and equity
of the entire proposal," charged Toohey, testified for DATa and the Spe.
cial Travel Industry Council on Energy Conservation.
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